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ince our founding in 1960, Continental Realty Corporation has become a

leading member of the Mid-Atlantic real estate community, distinctive among

development firms in our approach to investment, the depth of our expertise

and the diversity of our properties. As our history and real estate portfolio 

illustrate, we have consistently delivered a level of excellence that

exceeds the expectations of our customers, employees and investors.

Whether rehabilitating an underperforming asset or building a

mixed-use project from the ground up, we pursue development

opportunities that have the potential to create immediate return and

long-term value. Our diverse real estate portfolio encompasses shop-

ping centers, apartment communities, condominiums, mixed-use

properties, office parks, flex space, warehouse buildings, restaurants

and undeveloped land.

Integral to Continental Realty’s success is the leadership of our principals

John A. Luetkemeyer Jr., J. Mark Schapiro and J.M. Schapiro along

with a dedicated core group of professionals with complementary 

skills in real estate acquisition and development, property management,

finance and law. Our principals’ hands-on philosophy and our access 

to in-house resources bring synergy and efficiency to every step of a

project. The level of expertise and individual

attention that Continental brings to each of its

real estate endeavors creates quality products of enduring

value that improve with time. |
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John A. Luetkemeyer Jr. and J. Mark Schapiro, Co-Chairmen

J.M. Schapiro, President & CEO Continental Realty Corporation is a 

privately owned real estate developer 

committed to enhancing opportunities 

for our employees while delivering 

superior financial results for our

investors. We provide people with

places to live, work, and shop through

acquisition, development, management

and leasing of diverse residential and

commercial properties. Our experienced

organization works to create value

through our uniquely entrepreneurial

approach and the fast, flexible

response of our team of dedicated 

professionals .



The company begins acquiring houses in Baltimore City 
for sale and as rentals, such as these on Rutter Street
in Bolton Hill.This took place throughout the ‘60s.

Founder Marvin S. Schapiro 
officially incorporates  
Continental Realty.

Marvin’s son, J. Mark Schapiro,
joins the company.
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esponding to the challenges of a constantly evolving real estate market

requires understanding and the ability to anticipate the forces that shape 

development. It also requires not only the foresight to find and assess

a property’s viability, but the resources to execute each step of the development

process. As a result, Continental Realty evaluates all new projects for their 

potential to generate an immediate return on investment, as well as to create

long-term value for our company, the community and our investors.  

We distinguish ourselves by our ability to see opportunity where others do not.

Nowhere is this better exemplified than at Westminster Gateway, a successful

retail project created from a building that was once home to a 3M manufacturing

BARE HILLS 
CORPORATE CENTER

200,000 sf Office Park  
37 Acre Corporate Park  

Baltimore, Maryland
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THE COLONNADE ON 5TH

25,000 sf Retail/Office Space
17 Condominiums
Mixed Use Project
Naples, Florida

plant. The Westminster Gateway property was available for sale for over four

years when we purchased it and then repositioned the property as a shopping

center. Not only is the development a valuable asset today, the project also

includes an additional nineteen acres of land for future development.

Projects like Westminster Gateway are brought to fruition by our team of dedicated

employees who create value-oriented projects that offer superior financial results.

The diversity of projects that we have successfully completed is a testament to

our understanding of the nuances of the commercial real estate market and our

expertise in translating possibilities into realities. |

CRC acquires Old Court
Executive Park, the firm’s
first redevelopment of a 
residential project into 
commercial space.



CContinental Realty knows that every development undertaking is unique, so we

apply no standard development scheme. Instead we tailor our approach to

each project, creatively working with financial institutions, sellers, consultants

and tenants to structure and implement a plan that will allow the property to

grow to its full potential. 

We excel at bringing the people and knowledge together that are required to take

a new project from raw land to completion. Since our founding, we have developed

PINEY SHOPS

20,000 sf Shopping Center 
Odenton, Maryland

shopping centers, apartment communities, condominiums, office buildings and

mixed-use projects in the mid-Atlantic region and southwest Florida. 

Our in-house professionals are proficient at navigating zoning laws and meticulous

in their attention to the design, construction and leasing of each project. Our

understanding of the financial considerations of each deal enables us to make

the best decisions about resources needed to ensure the success of our projects

over the long run. |

McDONOGH TOWNSHIP

96 Garden Apartments
Owings Mills, Maryland

The addition of 
John A. Luetkemeyer, Jr.
strengthens CRC’s ability 
to finance the many new
projects to follow.

In 1972 Jack and Mark seal 
their first deal, the purchase 
of Brooklyn Apartments.

1970
The partnership of Schapiro and Luetkemeyer 
initiates a period of growth, including the acquisition 
of Fairfax Circle Shopping Center in Virginia.

Jack Luetkemeyer joins 
CRC as a fulltime partner.
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ontinental Realty has both the experience to recognize an underperforming

property and the ingenuity it takes to revitalize that project into a viable

part of our portfolio and the community. Where others see obstacles, we

envision possibilities that can reposition and rehabilitate challenged assets. We

are highly regarded in the industry for our ability to transform shopping centers

and apartment communities into vibrant retail and living environments through

capital improvements and multi-million dollar reinvestments.   

Older residential and office properties are 

continually updated with the amenities expected

in today’s competitive marketplace. For example,

after cost-effectively renovating the 252-unit 

garden apartment community of Cross Country

Manor, in accordance with our management team’s

reposition plan, we were able to dramatically

increase revenues, out-position the competition

and make the property a showplace in the 

community. |

BROOK VIEW APARTMENTS

158 Garden Apartments 
Mt. Washington, Maryland

CC
WESTMINSTER GATEWAY

78,000 sf Retail Center 
19 acres Future Development

Westminster, Maryland

BED BATH & BEYOND PLAZA

111,000 sf Shopping Center 
Naples, Florida

After expanding to 
75 screens, CRC sells the
theater chain to Loews.

CRC diversifies by 
becoming a Burger 
King franchisee.

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

CRC purchases JF Theaters,
a chain that expands 
throughout the ‘80s.

In 1985 CRC sells
McAlister Square Mall 
in South Carolina.

CRC builds its first project 
in Towson, Maryland, which
becomes their headquarters.
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1981 1982 1983 1984

During the  ‘80s CRC 
takes advantage of new 
opportunities to diversify,
enhancing their ability to 
grow their portfolio.

R E V I T I L I Z A T I O N

| I n n o v a t i o n  a n d  C r e a t i v i t y



Continental’s leasing process utilizes on-site professionals to qualify applicants

for residential communities, while commercial leasing associates recruit new

tenants. Our longstanding reputation in the industry also gives us access to talented

brokers who help us keep our occupancy levels high. Continental’s commitment

to lease to companies of the highest quality ensures that our properties don’t just

look good, they are stable and consistently profitable. |

eliability and attention to detail underpin sound property management.

Five decades of success in commercial and residential property management

have shown us that the ideal manager is an owner, a person with a stake 

in the results.  Continental Realty operates only properties in which we have an

ownership interest. 

As owners, we are aggressive about

upkeep and preventive maintenance,

anticipating problems before they

arise. Professional property managers

supervise on-site residential and com-

mercial staff who are responsible for

day-to-day operations. Our quality

service and standards of accountability

foster satisfied relationships with our

tenants and residents, contributing to

high renewal rates and increased prop-

erty profitability over the long-term.

MOUNT RIDGE APARTMENTS

266 Garden Apartments 
Catonsville, Maryland

COURTHOUSE SQUARE 
APARTMENTS

526 Garden Apartments 
Towson, Maryland
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Construction is completed 
on the 132,000 square-foot 
Owings Mills Commerce Centre.

CRC opens an office in Naples,
Florida, to serve its growing
south Florida holdings.

CRC completes 
development 
of a 100-acre 
master-planned 
community in 
Owings Mills, Md.
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Many new faces bring
vitality to CRC’s vision,
none more important than
the addition of Mark’s son,
J.M. Schapiro, who would
bring his unique leadership
skills to the company.
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

CRC finishes the year with over $250 million 
in new aquisitions and development projects.

CRC celebrates its 
50th anniversary in 2010.

CRC purchases the
Kenilworth Apartment
portfolio of 1,466 units.

CRC redevelops a 
former movie theater
into a retail center 
anchored by Giant Food.
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fficiency, accuracy and the ability to manage every aspect of 

a project in-house exemplifies the high level of service and

value Continental Realty brings to each undertaking. To achieve

this goal, we have assembled an extremely talented group of

in-house professionals in the areas of legal services, human

resources, information technology and accounting.

— Our legal department manages complex transactions including

leases, financing, joint venture and sale agreements. It also oversees 

outside counsel, and provides legal advice to residential and commercial property 

management personnel.

— Continental’s human resources professionals swiftly and expertly identify

and hire the best real estate talent our industry has to offer. Our human

resources department is committed to ensuring that Continental is the employer

of choice by providing competitive benefits and regular training that contribute

to an outstanding corporate culture.  

— Our IT group works hard to incorporate new technologies and improve 

business systems and processes so our employees can remain focused on their 

customers.  In addition, the department works closely with our accounting team

to ensure that employees and management are provided with accurate and timely

information to expedite business decisions.

— Continental’s accounting group provides insightful tax analysis and financial

projections, while maintaining our strong banking relationships. The depart-

ment also tracks and manages the company’s financial resources while carefully

monitoring our portfolio’s operating performance. |
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BURGER KING

Baltimore, Maryland

hroughout our history, Continental’s entrepreneurial spirit has lead to

many diverse and successful real estate endeavors.  Our skills and resources

constantly come into play when contemplating each new venture, 

including site selection, acquisition, management, revitalization and leasing. This

pioneering spirit has allowed us to move effectively into other geographic regions

and into such non-traditional real estate venues as movie theaters and fast food

restaurants. 

After acquiring a small local group of movie theaters in

1985, we built the business into the largest theater

chain in Maryland before selling it to Loews, a division

of Columbia Pictures.  In addition, after purchasing

two local Burger King Restaurants, we expanded the

chain to include seventeen locations throughout the

Baltimore metropolitan area.  

While our real estate portfolio remains focused in the

Maryland region, the expertise that serves us so well is now being utilized to

expand our horizons. We continually look for new opportunities in other 

markets, which led us to open an office in southwest Florida to spearhead

growth opportunities in the area. That strategic decision has resulted in a port-

folio of extremely well-located properties, including the upscale mixed-use proj-

ect, The Colonnade on 5th.  Situated on Fifth Avenue in downtown Naples, The

Colonnade on 5th is at the epicenter of one of Florida’s most prestigious

addresses. |
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CContinental Realty is a company that respects its history for what it shows

us about our future: that entrepreneurial spirit and quality people

build a lasting business. Though we have spent decades growing and

maturing, we have never lost the desire to move forward or the vision to see

the next opportunity in the industry. We have built a reputation for integrity,

quality and value, a reputation that we strive to build upon every day. We

are visionaries in our industry with a dedicated team of skilled professionals

who are committed to a corporate culture that values excellence.

Continental Realty has been through many real estate cycles and seen many changes

within the industry since our founding in 1960. Our diverse list of successful 

projects proves our ability to find profitable opportunities under any conditions.

We use past experience to ensure our future success.

We believe that it is important to contribute to the community around us. Our

company constantly strives to be good neighbors by building strong relationships

with local community groups, charities, and professional associations.  This sense of

corporate responsibility is reflected in all of our relationships, whether with clients,

financial partners, tenants or neighbors. In addition, by constantly reinvesting capital

into our properties, we improve the value of the surrounding neighborhoods. By

building strong relationships, we create a network of individuals who are invested

in Continental Realty, the community and the future.  |

Pictured in 1991 (left to right):

Marvin S. Schapiro, founder of Continental

Realty Corporation, and his son J. Mark

Schapiro, recognized as a pioneer in urban

development. John A. Luetkemeyer, Jr., was

a commercial banker and past treasurer

of the City of Baltimore before joining

CRC. His father, John A. Luetkemeyer, Sr.,

was past Maryland State treasurer and

chairman of the Baltimore City’s 

commissioners of finance.
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1427 Clarkview Road 
Suite 500
Baltimore, Maryland  21209
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www.crcrealty.com
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